University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

7-7-1987

Chilean Government Accuses State Department
Of Interference In Domestic Affairs
John Neagle

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Neagle, John. "Chilean Government Accuses State Department Of Interference In Domestic Affairs." (1987).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/774

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 076463
ISSN: 1060-4189

Chilean Government Accuses State Department Of
Interference In Domestic Affairs
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, July 7, 1987
On July 6, the Chilean Foreign Ministry released an official communique accusing the US State
Department of interference in domestic affairs, result of recent declarations criticizing the
government of Gen. Augusto Pinochet. The communique was released at the same time US
Ambassador in Santiago, Harry Barnes, met with Chilean Foreign Minister Jaime del Valle. Del Valle
delivered a formal presentation of his government's complaint. Chilean indignation was inspired by
statements delivered June 30 by Asst. Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Elliott Abrams,
and on July 2 by Department spokesperson Phyllis Oakley. In a speech to the National Press
Club in Washington, Abrams called for the reestablishment of democracy and respect for human
rights in Chile. Oakley accused the Chilean government of unnecessary delay in the investigation
of the death in Santiago of photographer Rodrigo Rojas on July 2, 1986. Rojas, a Chilean citizen
residing in the United States, was burned alive at the hands of a military patrol occupied with
repressing a group of demonstrators. Oakley mentioned that an army officer has been charged with
failing to provide adequate care for the two victims. But Oakley said: "Regretfully, a year after the
burnings, we appear to be no closer to the conclusion of an ongoing military court investigation and
clarification of responsibility for the crime." She continued by pointing out that the slow progress
in the Rojas case was not unusual, in reference to Chile's rejection of a US request that the Pinochet
government arrest and expel two senior Chilean intelligence officers wanted in Washington in the
1976 car-bomb murder of former Chilean Ambassador Orlando Letelier. Oakley said, "The Chilean
government, while rejecting our request to expel them for trial in the United States, has so far failed
to ensure any meaningful prosecution of these two former officials." In a brief comment to the press
upon leaving the minister's office, Ambassador Barnes said the expression of concerns about the
Chilean situation by the US government was legitimate. Foreign ministry spokesperson Uldaricio
Figueroa said the remarks by the two US officials reflect inadequate knowledge of the institutional
process being pursued by the Chilean government in the transition to democracy. (Basic data from
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE, 07/06/87; WASHINGTON POST, 07/03/87)
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